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Father Cascia will long be remem-

bered for many things. For starting the 
St. Vincent dePaul Society Shelter and 
Soup Kitchen in Waterbury, CT, not 
only the largest soup kitchen in Con-
necticut but also its largest homeless 
shelter, a thrift store, a mental health 
center; for when the United States 
State Department called upon him to 
help youth in St. Petersburg, Russia, 
paving the way for his work opening an 
orphanage for victims of earthquakes 
there; and for his work founding 
Intersport USA and other remarkable 
international exchange programs he 
started in Sao Paulo, Brazil, China and 
Vietnam, work that led this Congress, 
this body to nominate him for a Nobel 
Peace Prize. 

Most of all, he will be remembered 
for being a builder of bridges. Mr. 
Speaker, Father Philip Cascia was 
never content to live his faith confined 
within the walls of his church. He 
reached out. Whether you knew him for 
a moment, a few months or a few dec-
ades, as I did, you were touched by his 
values and moved by his compassion. 
Few lived their faith with greater com-
mitment, dignity and hope. Father 
Cascia will be missed, but he will al-
ways be remembered. 

f 

THE MOJAVE WATER AGENCY 

(Mr. LEWIS of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, the Mojave Water Agency formed in 
1960 and based in Apple Valley, CA, 
serves the High Desert Region of San 
Bernardino County. 

One of the agency’s directors, my 
very good friend, Beverly Lowry, who 
joins us here today, represents Division 
6. Bev has lived in Barstow for more 
than 30 years and has dedicated herself 
to public service. 

She served on the agency’s board of 
directors from 1973 to 1977 and again 
from 1989 to the present. Mrs. Lowry is 
a commissioner of the Mojave River 
Basin Area Watermaster. She has been 
on the board of the Barstow Heights 
Community Service District for 20 
years, including 10 years as president. 
She has also served for 11 years on the 
Flood Control Advisory Committee for 
Zone 4 and has also been the Chair of 
the Veterans Home Support Founda-
tion. 

The legislation I introduce today will 
authorize the Mojave Water Agency’s 
thoughtful Water Regional Manage-
ment Plan. Bev Lowry and other direc-
tors, with the help of their dedicated 
staff, have worked since 2001 to formu-
late a Regional Water Management 
Plan that will provide water to this 
desert region for years to come. This is 
a great bill, and I am proud to intro-
duce it today. 

WAR IN IRAQ 
(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PASCRELL. President Bush says 
that he is going forward with his plan 
for a troop surge in Iraq regardless of 
what the Congress does and what the 
American people want. But Senator 
SPECTER was right when he said yester-
day that the President is not the sole 
decider, that the future of this war is a 
joint and shared responsibility with 
this Congress. It is time the President 
realizes that Congress will no longer be 
asleep at the wheel while this war 
rages on. 

You need only to read the Constitu-
tion to know that Congress has the 
power to decide the direction of this 
war. The Constitution gives Congress 
an array of war powers, including the 
power to declare war, to raise and sup-
port armies and make rules concerning 
captures on land and water. The Fram-
ers knew what they were doing in 
checks and balances. They intended 
that, by giving Congress the power to 
declare war, they had the authority to 
make decisions about the war’s scope 
and duration. 

Now is not the time for a troop surge. 
Now is the time for a real plan in Iraq. 
The Murtha Plan, which I support, 
stipulates a diplomatic surge instead of 
a troop surge. It is time for President 
Bush to realize that we all support our 
brave troops, but America does not 
support the war. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL INACTION JEOP-
ARDIZES CROOK COUNTY AND 
OREGON SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

(Mr. WALDEN of Oregon asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, the failure of Congress to reauthor-
ize the Secure Rural Schools and Com-
munity Self-Determination Act is a 
breach of faith to more than 600 for-
ested counties across America and 4,400 
school districts. 

For Crook County, OR, this means 
real cuts in jail beds, sheriffs’ patrols, 
criminal prosecutions and the pursuit 
of methamphetamine cooks. These 
services were once funded by timber re-
ceipts, but, because of the virtual 
elimination of timber harvest, a coun-
ty which once supported seven saw 
mills employing thousands of people 
does not have a single operating mill 
today. 

Crook County Judge Scott Cooper 
says, ‘‘The Federal Government has 
been pursuing a comprehensive strat-
egy of disinvestment in rural commu-
nities,’’ and he is right. 

Congress’ inaction hurts our chil-
dren, too. Central Oregonian Jeff Sand-
ers, president of the Oregon School 
Boards Association, is here on Capitol 
Hill with us today pleading for Con-
gress to act on the behalf of the 560,000 
K–12 school children in Oregon. 

My colleagues, Congress must keep 
the Federal Government’s word to tim-
bered communities and pass H.R. 17. 
Time is running out. 

f 

DEMOCRATIC MAJORITY GETTING 
RAVE REVIEWS FOR COM-
PLETING 100 HOURS AGENDA 

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, last November, the American people 
demanded a new direction for America. 
Democrats are now providing that new 
direction, consistently bringing with 
them more than 60 Republicans on all 
the major votes, and they are deliv-
ering results on the priorities of the 
American people. Let me quote from a 
random sample of newspapers around 
the country. 

The Seattle Post Intelligencer wrote, 
‘‘Well, slap us twice and call us Betty, 
the Democrats in Congress actually ac-
complished what they pledged to do, on 
schedule no less.’’ 

The Charlotte Observer concluded, 
‘‘House Democrats are getting high 
marks from the public for their legisla-
tive moves in the first 100 hours of the 
new session of Congress. They are on 
the right road.’’ 

The South Florida Sun-Sentinel 
wrote, ‘‘Democrats in the House made 
good on their promise to pass signifi-
cant legislation during their first 100 
hours in power. Actually, it took less 
than that time to pass the six bills the 
House Democrats hailed as their top 
priorities. This belies the perception 
that nothing ever gets done in Wash-
ington.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I don’t know whether it 
is because they elected Democrats or 
because we put a woman in charge, but 
things are happening in this House, and 
they are all good. 

f 

LONE STAR VOICE: BORDER 
AGENT’S WIFE 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, on the lawless 
southern border, Border Patrol agents 
are routinely assaulted by illegals. 
They are shot at. They are run down by 
smugglers in trucks. Officers who daily 
risk their lives protecting America are 
not always protected by America. 

As a border agent’s wife writes me: 
‘‘In Texas, agents are regularly as-
saulted, and no prosecution is sought. 
They are told their injuries are not se-
vere enough to deem Federal prosecu-
tion. My husband and his partner were 
both shot while on duty. The criminal 
who shot them was never tried on Fed-
eral charges. Instead, he was tried by 
the State of Texas. Why is it when an 
agent doing his job injures a criminal, 
the highest level of prosecution is 
sought, but when agents are assaulted, 
rarely, if any, prosecution is sought? 
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Why also is it that hundreds of drug 
smugglers flee to Mexico, but we never 
try to track them down until they will 
aid in prosecuting border agents? 
Those who do a difficult job of pro-
tecting our borders need all the help 
they can get.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, America needs to vigor-
ously prosecute criminals who assault 
our border agents. After all, they are 
the first line of defense from the illegal 
invasion into our homeland. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

WE NEED A COMPREHENSIVE 
IMMIGRATION REFORM PACKAGE 

(Ms. GIFFORDS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to make clear once again the im-
mediate need for a comprehensive im-
migration reform package. 

The L.A. Times yesterday reported 
that seven of the largest tunnels dis-
covered under the U.S.-Mexico border 
in recent years have still yet to be 
filled in. This troubles me for many 
reasons, not the least of which because 
smugglers have tried to use these pas-
sages before. 

We need to work in a bipartisan fash-
ion to end illegal immigration. And we 
have to focus our attention on those 
who wish to do America harm, whether 
they are drug smugglers, human smug-
glers or terrorists. 

President Bush made it very clear 
last week in the State of the Union ad-
dress that we need to have a serious 
civil and conclusive debate on illegal 
immigration. I agree, and I look for-
ward to doing just that, working with 
the administration and my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle to do just 
that. 

My district in southern Arizona con-
tinues to bear the brunt of the crisis, 
whether it is in our schools, our law 
enforcement, our first responders or in 
our hospitals. It is time to do what is 
necessary to secure the border now. 

f 

b 1015 

SOCIAL SECURITY TOTALIZATION 
AGREEMENT WITH MEXICO 

(Mr. GOODE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GOODE. Mr. Speaker, on June 29, 
2004, the United States Social Security 
Commissioner and the Director Gen-
eral of the Mexican Social Security In-
stitute entered into a Social Security 
totalization agreement between Mexico 
and the United States. 

The U.S. has totalization agreements 
with 20 other countries. However, all of 
these, except Canada, are with coun-
tries a substantial distance away. As a 
result, they involve relatively few 
workers and have little or no impact 
on illegal immigration. Unfortunately, 
the Mexican totalization agreement 
will be a huge incentive for increased 
illegal immigration. 

Under this agreement, if there is am-
nesty and a glide path to citizenship, 
illegal aliens will be able to qualify 
their work in the United States for So-
cial Security funds. This would result 
in a huge increase in Social Security 
costs for the United States at a time 
when we are wrestling with reforming 
that system. 

We need to stop the totalization 
agreement and preserve Social Secu-
rity. 

f 

WISHING HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 
MARION STOUT ON HER 111TH 
BIRTHDAY 

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
wish a happy birthday today to my 
constituent, Marion Stout. She is 111 
today and is now the oldest person in 
Tennessee. 

She never misses a church service at 
Second Presbyterian Church in Knox-
ville. She walks two or three times a 
week with her caregiver, who says she 
walks until she gets tired, but she 
never gets tired. For her walks, she al-
ways wears a pretty dress, heels and 
rouge to highlight her blue eyes. 

No matter what small thing someone 
does for her, she always says thank 
you. She says, I eat right, take care of 
myself and stay positive. 

She bought some GE stock when she 
was 102 because she wanted a good, 
long-term investment. 

I know the entire House wants to join 
me in wishing Marion Stout a happy 
111th birthday today. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.J. RES. 20, FURTHER CON-
TINUING APPROPRIATIONS, FIS-
CAL YEAR 2007 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, by 
direction of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 116 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 116 

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this 
resolution it shall be in order to consider in 
the House the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 20) 
making further continuing appropriations 
for the fiscal year 2007, and for other pur-
poses. All points of order against the joint 
resolution and against its consideration are 
waived except those arising under clause 9 or 
10 of rule XXI. The joint resolution shall be 
considered as read. The previous question 
shall be considered as ordered on the joint 
resolution to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate 
equally divided and controlled by the chair-
man and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Appropriations; and (2) one 
motion to recommit. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from New York (Ms. SLAUGH-
TER) is recognized for 1 hour. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, for 
the purpose of debate only, I yield the 
customary 30 minutes to the gen-

tleman from Washington (Mr. 
HASTINGS), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all 
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only. 

(Ms. SLAUGHTER asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, H. 
Res. 116 provides for consideration of 
H.J. Res. 20, the continuing resolution 
for fiscal year 2007. It may seem 
strange that we are doing that at this 
late date. 

The rule provides 1 hour of debate 
equally divided and controlled by the 
chairman and ranking minority mem-
ber on the Committee on Appropria-
tions. The rule also provides one mo-
tion to recommit. 

Mr. Speaker, every Congress has a 
constitutional responsibility to be good 
stewards of the money given to it by 
the American people, but the last Con-
gress failed to live up to this duty. Of 
the 11 appropriations bills it was sup-
posed to pass in 2006, only two were 
completed. The others were abandoned, 
left for the incoming Democratic Con-
gress to deal with. 

My fellow Democrats and I could 
have approached this responsibility in 
the way it was approached last year, 
but we promised to run the House dif-
ferently, to run it responsibly, and that 
is exactly what we intend to do. 

We had a mess to clean up, Mr. 
Speaker. The budget failures of the 
past Republican Congress have vastly 
increased our national debt, but they 
did more than that. They left agencies, 
States and localities in limbo for 
months concerning their future fund-
ing. What is more, we have seen an ex-
plosion in earmarks over the last 12 
years in Washington, earmarks that 
had greased the wheels of an out-of- 
control congressional machinery. 

The number of earmarks approved by 
the House had, according to estimates 
by even the most conservative of 
groups, doubled and tripled in recent 
Congresses, and for every shameful, un-
justifiable bridge to nowhere that was 
exposed and shouted down by the pub-
lic, many more questionable earmarks 
slipped through undetected, a few lines 
here or there in a large bill, misspend-
ing the people’s money and taking ad-
vantage of their trust. 

The Democrats have pledged to fun-
damentally reform the way earmarks 
are passed into law by this body, to 
bring transparency to a process that 
until recently had been deliberately 
shrouded in darkness. 

The Rules reform package that we 
enacted on the first day of this Con-
gress will shed new and much-needed 
light on the earmarking process. It will 
require the full disclosure of all ear-
marks proposed by Members of the 
House. If a project is worth funding, 
then the Representative requesting it 
should have no qualms with standing 
up publicly on its behalf. 
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